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ORPHIR and STENNESS CHURCH 

Transcript of Service, Sunday 20.02.22; Epiphany 7C 
Edited 21.02.22 

 

Introduction - Nicol? 

 

Introduction and Prayer 

Good morning.  It’s good to see you again.  Welcome to our worship.  Wherever you come 
from today, your presence enriches us all in this time of fellowship and celebration together. 

In a moment of quietness, let us let go of the cares and the worries of the past week, 

and know the presence of God among us. 

 

Pause 

 
Prayer 

We seek to clear our minds as we come before God. 

We leave outside this sacred place 

any negative thoughts of resentment, revenge or retribution, 

asking to be reminded of the way of love as shown in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Call to Worship: 

Let us worship God: 

Hymn 132 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

 

Opening Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

As we come today into the presence of the Living God, 

we prepare our hearts and our minds to meet him as he comes to us. 
Through the prophets and apostles and, above all, through Jesus Christ, 

he has made himself known to us, and so we ask that, through his Word and Spirit, 

he will make himself known to us afresh today. 

 

Gracious God, 

We gather here, this little company of your people, seeking to know you better, 
to love you with a renewed love, and to delight in knowing, and in doing, your will. 

 

Out of our darkness we come to you for light; out of our sorrows we come to you for joy; 

from our doubts we come to you for assurance; from our worries we come to you for peace; 

out of our failures we come to you for forgiveness. 

Draw near to us and meet us in our need. 
 

We come, conscious of our need for forgiveness 

for words spoken which we cannot take back; 

for opportunities missed, that we now regret; 

for foolish and wilful decisions that have affected others, 

seeking pardon for attitudes that have puffed us up, and put others down; 

for actions that have hurt other people and harmed ourselves. 
Lord, in your love, in your mercy, take our lives, cleanse, heal and renew, 

that we may worship and serve you, 

and serve our neighbour in gratitude and in love; 

that we may follow more closely in the way of Jesus, 

in whose name, and in whose words we pray, saying: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.  
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Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, for ever.  Amen. 

 

Readings: Liz will read for us today: 

1st Reading: 

Genesis 45:3-15: New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised 
 

Introduction: 

You may remember the story of Joseph and how, out of jealousy, his brothers sold him into 

slavery in Egypt, and how, against all the odds, Joseph rose to high office in Egypt. 

Here we see how, without any recrimination, Joseph forgives his brothers, and shows how all 

that has happened has come about through the will of God. 
 

Joseph reveals himself to his brothers. 

Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?’ But his brothers could not 

answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come closer to me.’ And they came closer. He said, ‘I am 

your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with 

yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For the 
famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there 

will be neither ploughing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant 

on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but 

God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land 

of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, “Thus says your son Joseph, God has 

made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall settle in the land of 
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well 

as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—since there are 

five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, 

will not come to poverty.” And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see that 

it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my father how greatly I am honoured in 

Egypt, and all that you have seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.’ Then he fell upon 

his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his neck. And he kissed all 
his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him. 

……………………………………………… 

2nd Reading: 

Luke 6:27-38 (NRSVA)  

Love for Enemies: 

‘But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those 
who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the 

other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give 

to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them 

again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. 

 

‘If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who 
love them. If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even 

sinners do the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that 

to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do 

good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be 

children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as 

your Father is merciful. 
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Judging Others 

‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 

Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will 

be the measure you get back. 

Amen. Thanks be to God 

 

Hymn 197 As we are gathered (Twice) 

 
Message: 

Today’s reading from Luke’s Gospel comes from the Sermon on the Plain, similar to, but more 

concise than, the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew’s Gospel.  It sums up the essentials of the 

Christian life, and the conduct that should distinguish a Christian from other people.  It 

contains a commandment from Jesus that has probably caused more discussion and 

argument than any other: “Love your enemies”. 
 

Before we can obey this command, we need to understand what it means, and what we need 

to do.  We have only one word for love.  The Gospels were written in Greek, which has four.  

The word used here. and in the Sermon on the Mount, is agape, the highest of the four types 

of love.  It is used of God's immeasurable, incomparable love for humankind: love that is 

perfect, unconditional, sacrificial, and pure; love that exists irrespective of changing 

circumstances: a love that comes not so much from the heart as from the will, something 
that, by the grace of God, we can will ourselves to do.  If you think about the best thing you 

could do for the worst person, and go ahead and do it, that’s agape. 

 

Our reading builds on the Joseph story about forgiveness without recrimination, and tells us 

important things about Christian belief and behaviour. 

1.  The Christian outlook is positive; active.  It’s not about not doing things, but about 
actively doing them. 

The Jewish Rabbis taught: what is hateful to you, do not do to anybody else.  In other words, 

what you don’t want to be done to you, don’t do to anybody else.  Fine: but this is a negative 

instruction – don’t do something.  Jesus turned it round the other way, into the positive, 

active instruction that we know as the Golden Rule.  Go out and do something - Do to 

others as you would have them do to you. 

 
It's easy enough to avoid doing something, but much harder to go out of your way to do to 

others what you would want them to do to you.  Here is the essence of Christian conduct: 

Christian conduct doesn’t mean refraining from doing bad things, but actively doing good 

things.  A complete change of outlook:– don’t do it the way everybody else does it – do it 

God’s way. 

 
God loves all that he made, even if it does not love him.  Jesus is the living – and dying – 

proof of that.  When Jesus accepted the violence heaped upon him, without retaliating, he 

created a completely new situation in which all hostility to God, all separation from God, is 

accepted and reconciled.  Human kind has done its worst, but it didn’t change God’s feelings 

about us.  God’s love is stronger than any hate we can imagine. 

 
2.  The Christian way asks us to do that bit extra: 

If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do 

the same. 

Maybe we reassure ourselves that we’re just as good as our neighbours: but how do we look 

when compared with Jesus? 

If we only give love or care or kindness when we can be sure of getting it back, that’s not real 

kindness, not real care, not real love that we’re giving.  Real love is not about bartering: real 
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love is given freely.  Is there somewhere in your life where God is inviting you to love more 

like that? 

God sends the rain on the just and on the unjust.  His love embraces saint and sinner alike.  
We are asked to copy that love. 

 

Jesus gives us examples of the ideal of unconditional, self-giving love, but we miss the point 

if we try to take them absolutely literally.  His advice about turning the other cheek, giving 

your shirt as well as your coat, giving without hope of return, forgiving your enemies, giving 

full measure - all these sound impossible – yet Jesus himself fulfilled them all in the events 
leading up to his crucifixion.  The lesson doesn’t mean that we are to let people walk all over 

us, but rather that we must not lower our standards, must not become like our enemies.   

 

We all know the words: “Turn the other cheek”.  I hope nowadays there will not be any 

occasions when someone will slap us on the face, but from time to time life brings us all kinds 

of insults.  Our instinct may be to hit back, and as hard as we can, to retaliate, get our own 
back, but Jesus tells us that we are not to retaliate, not to resent the insult.  Jesus was often 

insulted and slandered as a friend of tax-collectors and sinners, and many Christians ever 

since have been vilified by others who have a different agenda. 

 

Somebody said, “The only way to avenge yourself is not to become like the wrongdoer.” 

Jesus says that if someone takes away your coat, give him your shirt as well.  The Jewish law 

said that a man’s cloak could not be permanently taken from him.  Jesus means that 
Christians should not insist on their rights, because they shouldn’t think of themselves as 

having any rights at all.  Unfortunately, both in society, and in the church as well, there are 

people who are always demanding their rights, insisting on their privileges.  People who feel 

they have been pushed aside, not given their proper place, not given the praise they think 

they deserve.  In a congregation I knew well, certain people left because they thought they 

were not being appreciated.  Maybe they forgot Jesus’s words: 
“Don’t do your good deeds publicly, to be admired by others, for you will lose the reward 

from your Father in heaven.”  (Matt. 6:1) 

Jesus wants us to think not of our rights, but of our duties; not our privileges but our 

responsibilities.  Not easy! 

 

People often quote Jesus’s commandment, “‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged”.  

There are countless examples throughout history of the most alarming misjudgements.  I 
guess there’s hardly anyone who has not been guilty of some serious misjudgement, hardly 

anyone who has not suffered because of someone else’s misjudgement, yet maybe there’s no 

commandment of Jesus which is so often broken and ignored. 

 

In his parable about the Pharisee and the Tax-collector, Jesus disparages those who trusted 

in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt – yet there are 
plenty of people who do that.  Are we among them? 

 

In the prayer that we repeat every Sunday, Jesus said: forgive us our debts as we forgive our 

debtors.  The literal meaning is “Forgive us our sins in proportion as we forgive those who 

have sinned against us.” 

 
As Christians we are asked to do that little bit extra.  To give full measure.  Give, and it will 

be given to you.  The measure you give will be the measure you get back: a familiar idea in a 

world where reciprocal arrangements were the norm.  But it’s not just a case of ‘You scratch 

my back and I’ll scratch yours’.  It’s easy to think only about what we can get – in our work, 

our personal relationships, in our church life, our worship, and if we don’t get what we think 

we deserve, it’s easy to descend into criticism and fault-finding. 
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We must be prepared to give without expecting anything in return.  The comparison is not 

with other people, but with the love and generosity of God.  Matthew tells us: Be perfect, …  

as your heavenly Father is perfect. (Matt. 5:48).  Time and again in his Gospel, Luke stresses 
the generous and overflowing love of God as the most important of all ideals.  The Father is 

always forgiving, always welcoming back, always seeking the lost.  Luke sums it up: do not 

judge; do not condemn: instead, forgive, and give. 

 

There’s more to it than just getting out what you put in.  If we can ask, “What can I 

contribute?”, in the end we will get far more – a good measure, pressed down, shaken 
together, running over. 

 

The last word? 

Jesus’s command to love our enemies reverses human thinking about enemies and 

forgiveness.  It spells out the way God does things.  Despite all our faults and failures, God 

holds nothing against us.  This is how Jesus lived, this is how he died for his executioners.   
 

Our world can be transformed if we take Jesus seriously.  He wants us to collaborate with him 

and to live on a higher level of loving than we could ever imagine possible.  We are called to 

go beyond loving our neighbours as ourselves, beyond loving only those who love us, beyond 

only loving nice people.  We are to love our enemies, do good to them, pray for them, wish 

them well!  

 
It all sounds difficult, discouraging, even impossible.  Certainly it is not easy to follow Jesus’s 

teaching and example, but nobody said it would be easy.  Somebody did say it would be 

worthwhile.  Jesus said it would be worthwhile. 

 

If we try to understand what Jesus is saying, and try to put it into practice, we will find what 

he meant when he said: 
“I have come in order that you might have life — life in all its fullness.”  

 

Life in all its fulness.  That’s what is on offer. 

 

Amen.  Soli Deo Gloria. 

 

Hymn 97 O God you search me and you know me 
 

Choir: Hymn 33: As the deer longs for running streams. 

 

Dedication of Offering and Prayers of Intercession. 

 

Let us pray: 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

You were rich, yet for our sake you became poor. 

Help us to remember that what we keep we lose, 

and what we give away we gain. 

Take then all our offerings, 

given in this way and in other ways, 
and use them to fulfil your purposes in the world: 

for your name’s sake.  Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

God of peace and God of love, 

We pray for your world, and for everything in it; 

for other people and for their needs, that all may learn to live together in peace, 

and in concern for one another and for the environment. 
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Be with leaders of nations everywhere, so that, setting aside personal ambition, 

they may work diligently for peace and justice. 

 
Gracious God, Draw near, we pray you, 

to all those who are hurting, in body, mind, or spirit: 

the sick, the anxious, the sad, the broken-hearted. 

 

Bless all those affected by relationships that have gone wrong. 

We pray for those who have been wounded by their friends; 
who have trusted someone, only to have their trust betrayed; 

who confided in somebody, only to have their secret openly repeated; 

who helped others in their hour of need, but were forgotten when their own time came; 

people who were used, but had no word of thanks. 

 

May all trust themselves to you, 
and, in your faithful and transforming love, find solace and security.  

 

We pray for people who have been hurt by their own loved ones; 

who have seen them led astray, by their own choice, or by the influence of others; 

seen them turn from the way of holiness, losing their innocence and their integrity, 

yet helpless to do anything about it except keep on loving, and praying, and hoping. 

 
We pray for those who feel more bitterly wrongs done to their loved ones 

than wrongs done to themselves; 

for all who carry the burden of a hurt they themselves have inflicted on someone else; 

all who turn to you for grace and mercy, 

and for the ability to forgive, and to accept forgiveness. 

May they find in your family, the family of faith, 
acceptance, support and courage to carry on. 

 

We pray for people who have lost their peace; 

who cannot be still, or relax, but must always be feverishly doing something; 

those who cannot sleep without medication. 

 

We pray for people who are sorely tempted, 
whose desires and passions are too strong, and self-control too hard; 

those overwhelmed by their own weakness; 

all for whom defeat is a daily experience. 

Bless those who are imprisoned by poverty; those continually in need; 

those who every day know the threat or the reality of violence. 

 
We pray for those who have lost their faith. 

May they find in you the peace that passes all understanding, 

the strength, which only you can give, to choose the right, 

and a love that brings healing and hope. 

Bless those who are ill, or worried, or in pain; all who are sad and sorrowing. 

 
Bless all those known to us who are in any kind of need, as we bring them to you now. 

 

Pause 

 

Gracious God, 

In all the storms of life 

you are our refuge and strength. 
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Grant peace to our souls, joy in our hearts, light in our darkness, 

and, in all things, be with us each step of the way, 

for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 
 

Light-hearted ‘Tailpiece’ 

Two Seas. 

In the Holy Land there are two seas, the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea.  The same river, 

the Jordan, feeds both of these seas.  The Sea of Galilee teems with life: there are fish in its 

waters, trees grow near its shoreline, birds visit it, and their singing can be heard.  The Dead 
Sea lives up to its name: it does not sustain life, it is too salty to allow plants to thrive, and 

the birds do not like its saltiness.  One sea has life, and the other is dead, yet the same river 

feeds both.  What is the difference? 

The answer is quite simple: the river Jordan flows into one end of the sea of Galilee and out 

of the other.  As the Sea of Galilee receives, so it gives out.  The Dead Sea does not have an 

outlet.  All the water that flows into the Dead Sea is kept; it does not give out.  The sun 
evaporates the water, and the salts are left behind.  Because the Dead Sea does not have an 

outlet, it dies.  By keeping all that it receives, it chokes itself of life.  Sadly, there are people 

just like that. 

From: David Adam: Sermon Illustrations. 

 

Let us conclude our worship by singing: 

Hy 519 Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 
 

Blessing 

As we are loved and forgiven by God, 

may God give us grace to love our enemies, 

to do good to those who hurt us, 

to know when we have hurt others, 
to repent, and to seek only to do good. 

Now may the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be with you, and remain with you,  

now and always.  Amen. 

 

Doxology 


